Organized 1764

Mission: “Bethel Presbyterian Church exists as a fellowship of believers to
make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-20). Together, we strive to glorify
our sovereign Lord through vibrant, God-centered worship; to build up one
another by teaching God’s infallible Word; to equip every member for works
of service; and to be salt and light by proclaiming the gospel in word and
deed.”
Vision: All for the glory of God, Bethel Presbyterian Church will be a
faithful resource church that is healthy and growing in order to multiply
God’s kingdom locally, regionally, and internationally. We have a vision to
reach and make disciples in our community and to further multiply gospel
mission by equipping our leaders and our congregation for ministry and
facilitating assimilation into the body of Christ.

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness…Advancing His Kingdom!

www.BethelChurchPCA.com

The Lord’s Day Worship
Sunday, October 18, 2020

Preparation
The Prelude
The Welcome and Announcements

Adoration
*The Call to Worship

Psalm 42:1,11

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your
hope in God, for I will yet praise him my Savior and my God. NIV
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*The Hymn of Adoration

“As the Deer”

As the deer panteth for the water,
so my soul longeth after Thee.
You alone are my heart's desire,
and I long to worship Thee.
You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
and I long to worship Thee.
You're my friend and You are my brother
even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything.
I want You more than gold or silver,
only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver
and the apple of my eye.

The Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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*The Hymn of Praise

“Worship Christ, the Risen King!”

Trinity Hymnal #286

Rise, O church, and lift your voices, Christ has conquered death and hell.
Sing as all the earth rejoices; resurrection anthems swell.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the risen King!
See the tomb where death had laid him, empty now, its mouth declares:
“Death and I could not contain him, for the throne of life he shares.”
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the risen King!
Hear the earth protest and tremble, see the stone removed with pow’r;
all hell’s minions may assemble, but cannot withstand his hour.
He has conquered, he has conquered, Christ the Lord, the risen King!
Doubt may lift its head to murmur, scoffers mock and sinners jeer;
but the truth proclaims a wonder thoughtful hearts receive with cheer.
He is risen, he is risen, now receive the risen King!
We acclaim your life, O Jesus, now we sing your victory;
sin or hell may seek to seize us, but your conquest keeps us free.
Stand in triumph, stand in triumph, worship Christ, the risen King!
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*The Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Scripture Reading

1 Corinthians 2:1-5…12

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was
with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and
with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on
men’s wisdom, but on God’s power…We have not received the spirit of the world but the
Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. NIV

Individual & Corporate Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In
Your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we
shall be, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your
holy Name. This we pray, in Jesus name. Amen.
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Assurance of Pardon

Psalm 103:8-12

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not
always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins
deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the
earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far
has he removed our transgressions from us. NIV

Collection
Offertory Scripture & Giving of Our Lord’s Tithes

Matthew 6:19-21

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NIV

Offertory Anthem

*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Consecration
Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon

Rev. J. Marcus Van Vlake
Equipped to Answer
Text: 1 Peter 3:15

15

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect…NIV
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Response & Benediction
*The Hymn of Response

“O Church, Arise”

O Church, arise, and put your armor on; hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of Truth, we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;
An army bold, whose battle cry is love, reaching out to those in darkness.
Our call to war—to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, we will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev’ry side, we know the outcome is secure,
and Christ will have the prize for which He died—an inheritance of nations.
Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away and Christ emerges from the grave,
this victory march continues ‘til the day ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.
So Spirit come, put strength in ev’ry stride, give grace for ev’ry hurdle,
that we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
we hear their calls and hunger for the day when with Christ we stand in Glory.
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We continue our plan to “spread out” with some gathering at home via our YouTube page, some
gathering IN PERSON in the FLC and in the Sanctuary. In the Sanctuary, we will sit/skip
EVERY OTHER ROW in the main floor area downstairs. The downstairs back corner seating
areas and the balcony are fully open. We have begun offering infant and toddler nursery during
Worship Service only. We support whatever decision you make as each member takes
responsibility for determining your confidence level as to continue gathering together online
from your home or coming in person this week and in future weeks.

Updated Summary for continued consideration:
* If you or a family member have been sick or are not feeling well, please worship from home
online via our YouTube page.
* Please prayerfully consider health guidelines established by governing authorities (anyone
with existing health concerns and/or susceptible age range) and take personal responsibility for
deciding when you are confident to gather in person. We want to encourage patience and we
support whatever decision you make!
* We will not pass offering plates; they will be located at door entrances/exits.
* Worship guides available at door entrances (the words for scripture readings and hymns
printed in worship guide).
* Until further notice: No Choir and No Children’s sermon.
* Sunday School planning to restart on Oct. 25 (specific plans still being made and will be
communicated in October).
* Please feel free to wear masks or PPE if that is your preference.
* Sanctuary seating downstairs with every other row empty between in the main floor area.
Chairs in FLC are spread out for social distancing.
* Family households plan to sit together.
* Planning to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Nov. 8.
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Nursery

Combined

Combined

Combined

Today

Lindsey Hall

Jackie Krashner, Amber Weatherby

Beverly Frommel

Nxt wk

Meredith Clinton

Judi Love

Beth Stowe

SEC
If unable to find a replacement, please contact Judi Love, 803-628-1458, rossjudi99@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday today to William Frommel! Happy
Birthday this week to Brandon Harrell on 10/19,
Brenda Boyd, Neil Boyd, Shirley Brackett, Charles
Flanagan, Jesse Holben and Pat Miller on 10/20,
Grace Alexander on 10/21, Nell Martin and Kimberly
Richards on 10/22 and Tom Cuffman, Miriam Hovis,
Andy McCarter, Mandy Mullis and Sharan Shively on
10/23.

Next Week:
Elder and Deacon Nominees: Please plan to attend
final training from 10:00 – 10:45 am on Oct. 25 with
Pastor Marcus in the conference room.

Upcoming:
Observance of the Lord’s Supper: Nov. 8.

Bethel Youth Group News:
Today: Youth Group is meeting tonight from 6:007:30pm at the church picnic shelter! Bring a friend
and plan to come for some fun fellowship and time in
God’s word/prayer together.
Upcoming: Camping trip at Chester State Park
November 13-15. Details will be provided soon!

The Session has decided to resume Sunday School on
Oct. 25 and will provide nursery through adult
classes. The Covenant, Providence, Life and
Fellowship classes will be combined and meet in the
FLC where everyone can spread out for social
distancing. The Ladies Class and Youth Class
(basement) will meet in their normal classrooms.
Please wear facemasks if that is your preference. The
Session supports your choices in the interest of
personal safety.

Building Plans Update:
We ARE currently working on building plan options
AND we ARE making some progress. We will
communicate updates with more information for
congregational consideration and approval as soon as
we can. Given current circumstances, we do not yet
know when an appropriate time to begin this project
might be… THANK YOU for your continued patience
and prayers!

Anyone wishing to have your email address added to
the church email loop, please send a request to
office@bethelchurchpca.com.

*** Headphones are available during worship for
those with hearing difficulty. Please see a Deacon
for assistance. ***

Prayer Requests: Rick Duke (cancer) and wife Judy (friends of C. Davis), Judy Ferguson (healing from surgery), Margaret
Ann Ferguson, Kathy Forester (E. Moseley’s sister, breast cancer), Matthew Hall, Miriam Hovis, Mrs. Rita Jackson, Jan
Kombs (friend of J. LeMoyne, stroke), Herb LeMoyne (J. LeMoyne’s brother, Parkinson’s disease), Dana Massey
(advanced brain cancer, friend of S. Burns), Annie Mae McDaniel (Judy Ferguson’s mother), Jim Pittman (V. Linder’s
brother, cancer) and Adam Stowe (leukemia).
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