Organized 1764

Mission: “Bethel Presbyterian Church exists as a fellowship of believers to
make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-20). Together, we strive to glorify
our sovereign Lord through vibrant, God-centered worship; to build up one
another by teaching God’s infallible Word; to equip every member for works
of service; and to be salt and light by proclaiming the gospel in word and
deed.”
Vision: All for the glory of God, Bethel Presbyterian Church will be a
faithful resource church that is healthy and growing in order to multiply
God’s kingdom locally, regionally, and internationally. We have a vision to
reach and make disciples in our community and to further multiply gospel
mission by equipping our leaders and our congregation for ministry and
facilitating assimilation into the body of Christ.

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness…Advancing His Kingdom!

www.BethelChurchPCA.com

The Lord’s Day Worship
Sunday, November 22, 2020

Preparation
The Prelude
The Welcome and Announcements

Adoration
*The Call to Worship

Mark 8:34-35

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will
save it.” NIV
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*The Hymn of Adoration

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Trinity Hymnal #598

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy pow'rful hand;
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,
feed me till I want no more.
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through;
strong Deliv'rer, strong Deliv'rer, be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell's Destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side;
songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

The Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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*The Hymn of Praise

“Sovereign Grace O’er Sin Abounding”

Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding! Ransomed souls, the tidings swell;
‘Tis a deep that knows no sounding; Who its breadth or length can tell?
On its glories, Let my soul forever dwell.
What from Christ that soul can sever, Bound by everlasting bands?
Once in Him, in Him forever; Thus the eternal covenant stands.
None shall take Thee From the Strength of Israel’s hands.
Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus, Long ere time its race begun;
To His name eternal praises; O what wonders love has done!
One with Jesus, By eternal union one.
On such love, my soul, still ponder, Love so great, so rich, so free;
Say, while lost in holy wonder, Why, O Lord, such love to me?
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign eternally.
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*The Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Romans 8:18-25

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know
that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes
for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently. NIV
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Individual & Corporate Confession
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being; whose face is hidden from
us by our sins; and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts; cleanse us, from
all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with lowliness
and meekness we may draw near to You, confessing our faults, confiding in Your grace,
and finding in You our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Joel 2:12-13

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and
weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD
your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity. NIV

Collection
Offertory Scripture & Giving of Our Lord’s Tithes

Psalm 116:12-14

How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD. I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all
his people. NIV

Offertory Anthem

*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Consecration
Pastoral Prayer

Sermon

Rev. J. Marcus Van Vlake
Joy in Suffering
Text: 1 Peter 4:12-19

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God
rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin
with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who
do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what
will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 So then, those who suffer according to
God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
NIV
12
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Response & Benediction
*The Hymn of Response

“He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought!” Trinity Hymnal #600

He leadeth me: O blessed thought!
O words with heav'nly comfort fraught!
Whate'er I do, where'er I be,
still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me;
by his own hand he leadeth me:
his faithful foll'wer I would be,
for by his hand he leadeth me.
Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom,
sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,
by waters calm, o'er troubled sea,
still 'tis his hand that leadeth me.
Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine,
nor ever murmur nor repine;
content, whatever lot I see,
since 'tis my God that leadeth me.
And when my task on earth is done,
when, by thy grace, the vict'ry's won,
e'en death's cold wave I will not flee,
since God through Jordan leadeth me.

*We stand, as we are able, to praise the Lord.
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We continue our plan to “spread out” with some gathering at home via our YouTube page, some
gathering IN PERSON in the FLC and in the Sanctuary. In the Sanctuary, we will sit/skip
EVERY OTHER ROW in the main floor area downstairs. The downstairs back corner seating
areas and the balcony are fully open. We have begun offering infant and toddler nursery during
Worship Service only. We support whatever decision you make as each member takes
responsibility for determining your confidence level as to continue gathering together online
from your home or coming in person this week and in future weeks.

Updated Summary for continued consideration:
* If you or a family member have been sick or are not feeling well, please worship from home
online via our YouTube page.
* Please prayerfully consider health guidelines established by governing authorities (anyone
with existing health concerns and/or susceptible age range) and take personal responsibility for
deciding when you are confident to gather in person. We want to encourage patience and we
support whatever decision you make!
* We will not pass offering plates; they will be located at door entrances/exits.
* Worship guides available at door entrances (the words for scripture readings and hymns
printed in worship guide).
* Until further notice: No Choir and No Children’s sermon.
* Please feel free to wear masks or PPE if that is your preference.
* Sanctuary seating downstairs with every other row empty between in the main floor area.
Chairs in FLC are spread out for social distancing.
* Family households plan to sit together.
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Nursery

Combined

Combined

Combined

Today

Lee Coble

Marianne Falls

Cindy Love

Nxt wk

Miranda Howland

Peggy Long

Kristen Meek

SEC
If unable to find a replacement, please contact Judi Love, 803-628-1458, rossjudi99@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday today to Lawson Brackett Gray! Happy
Birthday this week to Lorie Rohrer on 11/24, Robert
Henderson on 11/27 and Cathy Robinson on 11/28.

The Joy Gift offering will be taken Nov. 29 and Dec. 6 for
the Ministerial Relief Fund. Please make checks out to
Bethel WIC.
Diaconate Meeting: Dec. 1, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary.

This Week at Bethel:
Today: Bethel Thanksgiving Meal Outreach, following the
service drop your meal off to the deacons in the church
parking lot. The deacons will be operating a meal pick-up
in the church parking lot for the families in need from
1:00-3:00 pm.
Session Meeting: 2:00 pm, Sanctuary with Deacons to
attend.

Next Week:
A Congregational Meeting will be held following worship
on Nov. 29 for the purpose of electing Elders and Deacons
to the Class of 2024. At this time, the 2021 budget will
also be presented for endorsement and approve the
change in the senior pastor’s call. The following men are
nominees for Elder: Chris Griesman, Dan Love, Bobby
Meek and Hamp Stowe. The following men are nominees
for Deacon: Tom Chidester, Tom Cuffman, Austin
Griesman, Foster Krebs and Paul Robinson.

Dear Bethel Family,
Thank you for the many expressions of love and comfort as
we struggled with the sudden passing of Bob into the arms
of Christ. The many phone calls, cards, flowers and gifts of
food showered us with blessing and support. I will never
forget your lovingkindness.
In Christ, Linda Ferster and family

Bethel Youth Group News:
Today: Youth Group is meeting tonight from 6:00-7:30pm at
the church picnic shelter! Bring a friend and plan to come for
some fun fellowship and time in God’s word/prayer
together. Please wear shorts/pants that may be torn up to
youth this week for our game.

Winter Ridgehaven: We will be attending Winter Ridgehaven
from Dec. 28-Jan. 2. This trip is open to all youth from 7th12th grades. Details and link to register are on the youth
page of our website. Registration is due today.

Building Plans Update:
We ARE currently working on building plan options AND
we ARE making some progress. We will communicate
updates with more information for congregational
consideration and approval as soon as we can. Given
current circumstances, we do not yet know when an
appropriate time to begin this project might be… THANK
YOU for your continued patience and prayers!

Anyone wishing to have your email address added
to the church email loop, please send a request to
office@bethelchurchpca.com.
*** Headphones are available during worship for

Prayer Requests: Rick Duke (cancer) and wife Judy (friends of C.
Davis),
Judy
Ferguson
(healing from
surgery),
Margaret
those
with
hearing
difficulty.
Please
see a Deacon
Ann Ferguson, Kathy Forester (E. Moseley’s sister, breast cancer), Matthew Hall, Miriam Hovis, Mrs. Rita Jackson, Jan
for assistance. ***
Kombs (friend of J. LeMoyne, stroke), Herb LeMoyne (J. LeMoyne’s brother, Parkinson’s disease), Dana Massey
(advanced brain cancer, friend of S. Burns), Annie Mae McDaniel (Judy Ferguson’s mother), Jim Pittman (V. Linder’s
brother, cancer) and Adam Stowe (leukemia).
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