Bethel Presbyterian Church
Organized 1764

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness…Advancing His Kingdom!

Mission: “Bethel Presbyterian Church exists as a fellowship of believers
to make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-20). Together, we strive to
glorify our sovereign Lord through vibrant, God-centered worship; to
build up one another by teaching God’s infallible Word; to equip every
member for works of service; and to be salt and light by proclaiming the
gospel in word and deed.”
Vision: All for the glory of God, Bethel Presbyterian Church will be a
faithful resource church that is healthy and growing in order to multiply
God’s kingdom locally, regionally, and internationally. We have a vision
to reach and make disciples in our community and to further multiply
gospel mission by equipping our leaders and our congregation for
ministry and facilitating assimilation into the body of Christ.

www.BethelChurchPCA.com
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The Lord’s Day Worship
Sunday, August 16, 2020

Preparation
The Prelude
The Welcome and Announcements

Adoration
*The Call to Worship

Psalm 95:6-7

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is our
God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. NIV
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*The Hymn of Adoration

“10,000 Reasons”

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;
Worship His holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I'll worship Your holy name.
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning,
It's time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes.
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger.
Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.
And on that day, when my strength is failing,
The end draws near, and my time has come;
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore!

The Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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*The Hymn of Praise

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Trinity Hymnal #347

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the Word:
from heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued.
Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.
The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,
to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;
though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.
'Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.
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*The Affirmation of Faith

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father and he shall come
again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets,
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Deuteronomy 7:6-11

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out
of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The
LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD
loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a
mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God,
keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep
his commandments. But those who hate him he will repay to their face by destruction;
he will not be slow to repay to their face those who hate him. Therefore, take care to
follow the commands, decrees and laws I give you today. NIV
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Individual & Corporate Confession
Holy and merciful God, in Your presence we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings,
and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering
from Your ways. In wasting Your gifts, in forgetting Your love. Have mercy on us, O
Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease You. Forgive our
sins, and help us to live in Your light, and walk in Your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ
our Savior. This we pray, in His name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. NIV

Collection
Offertory Scripture & Giving of Our Lord’s Tithes

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. NIV

Offertory Anthem

*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Consecration
Pastoral Prayer

Sermon

Rev. J. Marcus Van Vlake
The People of God
Text: 1 Peter 2:1-10

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to
him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in
Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is
precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone,” 8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what
they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. NIV
1
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Response & Benediction
*The Hymn of Response

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” Trinity Hymnal #345

Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our God;
he whose word cannot be broken formed thee for his own abode:
on the Rock of Ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded, thou may'st smile at all thy foes.
See, the streams of living waters, springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters, and all fear of want remove:
who can faint, while such a river ever flows their thirst t'assuage? grace which, like the Lord, the giver, never fails from age to age.
Round each habitation hov'ring, see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov'ring, showing that the Lord is near:
thus deriving from their banner light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna which he gives them when they pray.
Savior, if of Zion's city I, through grace, a member am,
let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name:
fading is the worldling's pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion's children know.

*We stand, as we are able, to praise the Lord.
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We continue our plan to “spread out” with some gathering at home via our YouTube page, some
gathering IN PERSON in the FLC and in the Sanctuary. In the Sanctuary, we will sit/skip
EVERY OTHER ROW downstairs and will continue with the balcony being open to back row
only seating. We have begun offering infant and toddler nursery during Worship Service only.
We support whatever decision you make as each member takes responsibility for determining
your confidence level as to continue gathering together online from your home or coming in
person this week and in future weeks.

Updated Summary for continued consideration:
* If you or a family member have been sick or are not feeling well, please worship from home
online via our YouTube page.
* Please prayerfully consider health guidelines established by governing authorities (anyone
with existing health concerns and/or susceptible age range) and take personal responsibility for
deciding when you are confident to gather in person. We want to encourage patience and we
support whatever decision you make!
* We will not pass offering plates; they will be located at door entrances/exits.
* Worship guides available at door entrances (do not plan to handle hymnals/pew bibles, the
words for scripture readings and hymns printed in worship guide).
* Until further notice: No Choir, No Children’s sermon, no “in person” Sunday School.
* Please no physical contact at this time (no handshakes or hugs, etc.…)
* Please feel free to wear masks or PPE if that is your preference.
* Please fill in seats front to back and dismiss in reverse order while not gathering in large
groups at exits.
* Sanctuary seating downstairs with every other row empty between, and balcony open for
back row seating. Chairs in FLC are spread out for social distancing.
* Family households plan to sit together.
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Nursery

Combined

Combined

Combined

Today

Ann Carol Love, Ann Marsh

Kristen Meek

Rachel Wood

Nxt wk

Lee Coble, Sheridan Miller

Marianne Falls, Miranda Howland

Ainsley Miller

SEC
If unable to find a replacement, please contact Judi Love, 803-628-1458, rossjudi99@yahoo.com

Happy Birthday today to Lainey Lee Britt! Happy
Birthday this week to Miranda Howland and James
Long on 8/17, Kay Hallman on 8/18, Larry Wilmoth on
8/20, Kampbell Hall on 8/21 and Scott Sprouse and
Jay Thiessen on 8/22.
Nell Martin would like to thank everyone for the
prayers, cards, calls and visits during her recovery.

Upcoming:
The Men of the Covenant will NOT meet in
September due to ongoing concerns with the
coronavirus. Hopefully, we will meet in October.
The Women in the Church will have a wedding
shower for Lawson Brackett and Kenny Gray on
Sunday, September 20th. The drop-in will be from
2:00 to 3:30 pm in the Family Life Center. They are
registered at Target and Bed, Bath & Beyond. They
like Lowe’s gift cards, too. No refreshments will be
served. Social Distancing Guidelines should be
respected.
Mentors & Moms will not start in September this
year. We will continue to monitor conditions over the
coming months and reassess a possible future start
date.
Senior Citizens Luncheon: Will not meet in
September or October. We are hopeful to begin
meeting again in January 2021.

Sunday Evening Celebration: Will be postponed until
further notice.

Bethel Youth Group News:
Today: Youth group is meeting tonight at 7:00 pm at
the church picnic shelter! As always, we'll have
games, drinks, and worship, and we'll continue our
series in the Psalms on prayer. See you there and
bring a friend!
Upcoming: Our T-Shirts came in! If you ordered one
and weren’t at youth group last week, make sure to
come tonight (or talk to Peter) to pick yours up! Huge
thanks to Jackie Krashner for making this happen;
they look great!

Building Plans Update:
We ARE currently working on building plan options
AND we ARE making some progress. We will
communicate updates with more information for
congregational consideration and approval as soon as
we can. Given current circumstances, we do not yet
know when an appropriate time to begin this project
might be… THANK YOU for your continued patience
and prayers!

Audio recordings of our sermons are available under
the “media” tab on the church website,
www.BethelChurchPCA.com.

Prayer Requests: Rick Duke (cancer) and wife Judy (friends of C. Davis), Judy Ferguson (healing from surgery), Margaret
Anyone wishing to have your email address added
Ann Ferguson, Kathy Forester (E. Moseley’s sister, breast cancer), Matthew Hall, Miriam Hovis, Jan Kombs (friend of J.
to the church email loop, please send a request to
LeMoyne, stroke), Herb LeMoyne (J. LeMoyne’s brother, Parkinson’s disease), Dana Massey (advanced brain cancer,
office@bethelchurchpca.com.
friend of S. Burns), Annie Mae McDaniel (Judy Ferguson’s mother),
Jim Pittman (V. Linder’s brother, cancer) and Adam
Stowe (leukemia).

*** Headphones are available during worship for
those with hearing difficulty. Please see a Deacon11
for assistance. ***

